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The General Strike of 1926


Background information


The General Strike began on 4 May 1926 and lasted for nine days.  On 12 May the leaders 
of the Trades Union Congress (TUC) surprisingly called off the General Strike, leaving 
the miners to fight on alone.  Some historians believe the TUC’s decision was due to the 
preparations and organisation of the government.  Other historians suggest that other 
factors were equally or more important.


 


Source A: From an article in the British Gazette, 6 May 1926.


The General Strike is a direct challenge to ordered government.  It is an effort to force 
upon 42 million British citizens the will of less than four million others, who are engaged in 
the vital services of the country.  The strike is intended as a direct hold-up of the nation to 
ransom.  It is for the nation to stand firm in its determination not to surrender.


Source B: A cartoon which appeared on the front page of the British Gazette during the 
General Strike.  John Bull, the figure on the left, represents the British people.


UNDER WHICH FLAG?
John Bull “ONE OF THESE TWO FLAGS HAS GOT TO COME DOWN


–– AND IT WON’T BE MINE”
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Turn over  
N38093A


Source C: From the British Worker, 8 May 1926.


There is, as far as the Trade Union Movement is concerned, no ‘attack on the community’. 
There is no ‘challenge to the constitution’.  The workers have used their legal right to strike 
in order to protect the miners against a serious lowering of their standard of life.


Source D: A photograph which appeared in the British Gazette, 9 May 1926.  It shows a 
bus being driven by a volunteer who is accompanied by a policeman.


©Brooke/Getty Images


Source E: From the pamphlet, The Nine Days, written by A J Cook, the secretary of the 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain.  The pamphlet was written a few weeks 
after the end of the General Strike.


Only a few days of magnificent working-class effort had passed before the TUC was once 
again trying to get peace at any price.  The members of the negotiating committee of the 
TUC began to win over their colleagues one by one.  Bit by bit the process of persuading 
others in the TUC went on until the situation of complete surrender had been reached.  This 
is the situation which we now face.
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Source F: From a history of the modern world, published in 1996.


The government had prepared for the General Strike by recruiting volunteers who helped 
to maintain essential services, especially transport.  In addition, the government won over 
public opinion through the use of radio broadcasts and the British Gazette.  The TUC leaders 
had not prepared for such a strike and feared that it would lead to violence and revolution. 
Moreover, they refused to call out essential workers in electricity, water and sewerage. 


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible. In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.





shiell_a
File Attachment
n38093a_gcse_hist_a_5ha03_source_3a_.pdf
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow. 

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the General Strike of 1926?
(6)
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

What is the purpose of this cartoon?  Use details of the cartoon and your own 
knowledge to explain your answer.

(8)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do these sources agree that the General Strike was a threat to Britain?  
Explain your answer, using the sources.

(10)
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*N38093A0916* Turn over

4 Study Sources D and E and use your own knowledge.

How useful are Sources D and E as evidence of what happened during the General 
Strike of 1926?  Explain your answer, using Sources D and E and your own knowledge.
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*N38093A01216*

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The main reason for the collapse of the General Strike was the government’s use of 
propaganda’.

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement?  Use details from the 
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

(16)
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