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Civil Rights: Progress in education


Background information


There was a series of court cases challenging segregation in education in the USA in the 1950s.  The 
most important of these was the Brown v Topeka case of 1954.  Some historians believe this case 
made a significant difference to integration in schools.  Other historians suggest that there was little 
change.


Source A:  From comments made in private by President Eisenhower, May 1954, on the 
Brown v Topeka decision.


I am convinced that the Supreme Court decision has set back progress in the South by at 
least 15 years.  It’s all very well to talk about school integration – if you remember that you 
may also be talking about social disintegration.  Feelings are deep on this issue.  All we can 
do is keep working towards a goal.  And any man who tries to tell me that you can do these 
things by force is just plain stupid.  


Source B: From the Southern Manifesto, a statement signed in March 1956 by over 100 
members of Congress from the southern states.


This unjustified exercise of power by the Supreme Court in the Brown v Topeka case goes
against the Constitution and is creating chaos and confusion in those states mainly affected 
by it.  It is destroying the peaceful relations between the white and Negro races that have 
been created through 90 years of patient effort by the good people of both races.  It has 
planted hatred and suspicion where before there was friendship and understanding.


Source C: From a letter written in May 1954 by William Patterson, a leader of the Civil 
Rights movement, to Walter White, the secretary of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).


Dear Mr White,


Permit me to congratulate you on the great victory for democracy and our Constitution 
won under your leadership.  The decision of the Supreme Court in the Brown v Topeka case 
has far-reaching consequences.  It ends the Jim Crow laws and segregation and will be of 
tremendous educational value to black Americans.  It shows up those racists who opposed 
the decision, who have not learned in their separate schools that there are no superior 
people. 
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Source D:  A photograph published in a newspaper in 1957.  It shows a class in a school 
in the southern state of Tennessee.


Source E:    From an article published in the Arkansas State Press newspaper in December 
1957.  It was written by Daisy Bates, after her visit to Little Rock High School.  
Daisy Bates was the publisher of the newspaper and had helped to organise 
the campaign at Little Rock.


Conditions are pretty rough for the nine black students in the school.  Their treatment 
by some white students has been getting steadily worse for the last two weeks.  There is 
evidence of spitting, kicking and pushing down stairs and there was a sneak attack on one 
of the negro boys.  He was knocked out and required treatment from a doctor.  One of 
the negro girls, Gloria, was pushed inside her school locker.  Outside the school, the negro 
students have been pelted with stones.


Source F is on page 4.







4
P39302A


Source F: From a history of the USA, published in 2009.


At the time of the Brown v Topeka case, there were 17 states enforcing school segregation.  
By 1956 this number had fallen to seven states with 300,000 black children attending 
schools which had been previously segregated.  However, some white citizens were very 
hostile to the idea of integration, as shown by events at Little Rock High School in 1957.  
There were a number of states, especially in the South, that took deliberate measures to 
keep schools separate.  By the end of the 1950s, there were 2.4 million black southern 
children who were still being educated in black schools.  


Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Ltd., gratefully acknowledges the following source used in the preparation of 
this paper:


Source F: © GCSE Modern World History: A Divided Union? The USA 1945–70, Steve Waugh & John Wright, ©2010.  
Reproduced by permission of Hodder Education.


Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.  
Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Ltd. will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any 
such rectifications in future editions.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet and then 
answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about attitudes towards integration in the
mid-1950s?

(6)
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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*P39302A0416*

2 Study Source B and use your own knowledge.

What was the purpose of this statement?  Use details of the statement and your own 
knowledge to explain your answer.

(8)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do Sources B and C support the evidence of Source A about the
Brown v Topeka case?  Explain your answer, using the sources.

(10)
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*P39302A01216*

*5 Study all the sources (A to F) and use your own knowledge.

‘The Brown v Topeka case made a real difference to integration in schools in the USA 
in the years 1954–60’.

How far do the sources in this paper support this statement?  Use details from the 
sources and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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