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Instructions

® Use black ink or ball-point pen.

® Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.

® Answer all questions.

® Answer the questions in the spaces provided
— there may be more space than you need.

Information

® The total mark for this paper is 50.

® The marks for each question are shown in brackets
— use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

® Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your
written communication will be assessed
— you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as
well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

® Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
® Keep an eye on the time.

® Try to answer every question.

® Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Background information

The Conservative Government introduced the Community Charge in 1989. This charge, often called
the Poll Tax, led to widespread opposition. Protests were sometimes peaceful and at other times
violent. People have disagreed about the effectiveness of some of the tactics the protesters chose to
use. What is beyond doubt is the fact that the campaign to end the Poll Tax was successful.

This paper presents you with sources about the methods used by the Poll Tax protesters and gives
you the opportunity to decide for yourself the main reasons why their tactics were successful.

Source A: From an article by Tommy Sheridan, one of the leaders of the Poll Tax protests
in Scotland, written in 2009.

4 A
The Government had ignored petitions, protest marches, rallies and people’s votes. All we

had left was the right to protest through civil disobedience and mass non-payment of the
Poll Tax. By the end of 1989, nearly a million people were not paying the tax. Marches and
rallies involved tens of thousands of people. Council buildings were occupied. Officials
sent to enforce the charge were stopped from entering non-payers’ homes and often
returned to find their own offices under siege. The tax was further weakened when the
campaign spread to England and Wales. 13 million new non-payers made the Poll Tax a

dead duck.
_ J

Source B: From an article in The Nottingham Evening Post newspaper, 7 March 1990.

4 )
Cause is lost with ‘mob rule’

Little old ladies all over the country will be horrified to learn that the Poll Tax protest which
they have supported is led by political extremists and revolutionaries.

The worst thing that could have happened to the genuine non-extremist opponents of the
tax is to have their cause hi-jacked by ‘rent-a-mob’.

The key figures in the violent demonstrations at council meetings are the usual rag-bag of
political extremists, militant supporters and a few revolutionaries thrown in. The sort
of people who would stage a demonstration in support of a strike if you told them Big Ben
was striking!
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Source C: A photograph of a protester kicking in a shop window during a Poll Tax

demonstration in London, 31 March 1990.

Source D: From Margaret Thatcher’s autobiography, The Downing Street Years, published
in 1993.

(" )
On Saturday 31 March, a demonstration against the Community Charge developed into
rioting in and around Trafalgar Square in London. There was good evidence that a group
of trouble-makers had deliberately encouraged violence. Scaffolding on a building site
in the Square was taken down and used as missiles; fires were started and cars destroyed.
Almost 400 policemen were injured and 339 people were arrested. It was a miracle that no
one was killed. | was appalled at such wickedness.

Source E: From Militant, an anti-Conservative website, in 2010. The article is
commenting on the demonstration on 31 March 1990.

(" )
There are many versions of how it all started but only one is true. The police attacked a
peaceful demonstration.

Horses trampled protesters, cars and vans drove at high speed into the packed crowds,
while police drew blood with random use of their truncheons. Surrounded on all sides,
many demonstrators tried to defend themselves, their friends and others.

Yet another day of working-class unity had been spoilt by the actions of the police.

This time there could be no easy media cover up. Tens of thousands had seen the brutality

of the police first hand. Millions more watched the events in horror on television.
N J
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Source F: A photograph of an organised demonstration in Brighton in 1990. The
protesters are burning their Poll Tax bills.

Source G: From an article in The Observer newspaper, 24 March 1991.

The Poll Tax was killed by non-payment. This weekend each and every one of those
non-payers should feel proud of themselves. The alliance between the poor and the
well-off in the effort to get rid of an immoral law proved that such a thing could be done.
It was left to an army of ordinary people to destroy a bad law.

Edexcel Limited gratefully acknowledges the following sources used in the preparation of this paper:

Source F: ©Steve Eason Collection/Hulton Archive/Getty Images
Source G: ©Guardian News & Media Ltd, 1991

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.
Edexcel will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any such rectifications in future editions.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the problems the Poll Tax protests created
for the Government?
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(Total for Question 1 = 6 marks)
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2 Study Source B.

What impression of the Poll Tax protesters has the author tried to give? Explain your
answer, using Source B.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do Sources A, B and C suggest that the Poll Tax protesters used violent
methods? Explain your answer, using these sources.

P 3 8 2 6 8 A 0 6 1 6



7

R 0RO O O —
P 3 8 2 6 8 A 0 7 1 6 Turn over »



(Total for Question 3 = 10 marks)
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4 Study Sources D and E.

Which of Sources D or E is more valuable to the historian investigating who was
responsible for the violence in Trafalgar Square on 31 March 19907 Explain your
answer, using Sources D and E.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*5 Study Sources A, F and G and use your own knowledge.

‘The non-payment of the Poll Tax was the main reason why it was abolished"

How far do you agree with this view? Explain your answer, using your own
knowledge, Sources A, F and G and any other sources you find helpful.
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(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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