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Background information


The ‘Battle for Orgreave’ was, in many people’s view, the decisive event of the 1984 Miners’ Strike.  
Striking miners picketed the coal depot at Orgreave to try to stop coal being sent to power stations.  
The violence used by both police and pickets was a major feature of this conflict.


This paper presents you with sources about events at Orgreave and gives you the opportunity to 
decide for yourself the importance of violence in the failure of the strike.


Source A:  From A History of Modern Britain by Andrew Marr, published in 2009.


Arthur Scargill, the leader of the National Union of Mineworkers, sent militant miners in 
coaches to close working pits and coal depots.  Without these ‘flying pickets’, far fewer pits 
would have come out on strike.  The Nottingham miners who continued to work turned out 
to be important.  Without them, the power stations might have begun to run short of fuel 
and the government would have been in deep trouble.  The police defended the working 
miners with determination, using horses, baton charges and other methods.  The Battle for 
Orgreave was particularly brutal.  As the strike went on, the tough methods used by the 
police were matched by violence from striking miners.


Source B:  From The Battle for Orgreave by Bernard Jackson, published in 1986.  He was a 
picket who was arrested at Orgreave.


As the lorries carrying coal left the depot, we made our usual push against the lines of 
police.  Then police riot shields parted and fourteen mounted police rode straight out into 
the pickets.  As this happened, police in the line beat on their riot shields with truncheons, 
creating a wall of noise which was meant to intimidate and frighten us.  It was more than 
simply a noise; it was a declaration that we were facing an army which had declared war 
on us.


We stood still, raised our hands or ran away.  Police truncheons were used on arms, legs and 
particularly on heads and faces.
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Source C:  A photograph showing a policeman attacking a woman at Orgreave who
was protesting against pit closures. This photograph appeared in the Labour 
Weekly newspaper on 22 June 1984 under the heading ‘She was only trying to 
help’.


Source D:  A report about events at Orgreave published in The Guardian newspaper,
19 June 1984.


The frustration on both sides spilled over into sickening scenes of miners being beaten with 
batons and of police being attacked with bricks and broken glass.  Although the police lines 
eventually held firm, officers did react violently.


At one point I heard a policeman yell at a photographer to take pictures of a ‘hero’.  He was 
pointing to a mounted police officer whose arm was bleeding badly.  It was also sickening 
to hear policemen clapping and cheering as a picket, bleeding heavily from a head wound, 
was helped into an ambulance.







4
P39319A


Source E:  From results of a public opinion poll held in July 1984 after events at Orgreave.


Question 1 Do you approve or disapprove of the methods used by the miners?


Approve Disapprove Don’t Know


15% 79% 6%


Question 2 Are the miners using responsible or irresponsible methods?


Responsible Irresponsible Don’t know


12% 78% 10%


Source F: From a speech in 1984 by Margaret Thatcher, the Prime Minister.  Here she is talking about 
the actions of the miners at Orgreave.


I must tell you that what we have got is an attempt to replace the rule of law with the rule 
of the mob, and it must not succeed.  It must not succeed.  There are those who are using 
violence and intimidation to impose their will on others who do not want it.  The rule of law 
must succeed over the rule of the mob.


Source G: From an article in The Northern Echo newspaper, published in 2009.  Dave Hopper, a 
member of the National Union of Mineworkers, was interviewed on the 25th Anniversary 
of the strike.


Dave Hopper said ‘I think the Government under Thatcher really were determined to smash 
the union.  They were prepared to close every pit in the country to achieve that.’  Hopper 
described how BBC television news footage of the Battle for Orgreave was edited.  The 
footage gave the impression that mounted police charged pickets after coming under 
a hail of stones.  In fact, the police charge provoked the missile throwing.  The BBC later 
blamed their mistake on the need to edit quickly, but Mr Hopper said ‘I am sure the BBC 
were only following instructions.’


Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Ltd., gratefully acknowledges the following sources used in the preparation of 
this paper:


Source A: © Andrew Marr, 2009. A History of Modern Britain, Author: Andrew Marr, Publisher: Pan, London.
Source C: © John Harris
Source D: © Guardian News & Media Ltd 2010
Source F: © Margaret Thatcher Archive
Source G: © 2001-2011 (NewsQuest Media Group)


Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.  
Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Limited, will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include 
any such rectifications in future editions.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about Arthur Scargill’s aims during the Miners’ 
Strike?

(6)
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*P39319A0416*

2 Study Source B.

What impression does the author try to give of the tactics used by the police?  Explain 
your answer, using Source B.
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3 Study Sources B, C and D.

How far do Sources B, C and D suggest that there was a ‘battle’ at Orgreave?  Explain 
your answer, using these sources.
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*P39319A01216*

*5 Study Sources A, E and G and use your own knowledge.

‘The violent tactics used by the striking miners caused the strike to fail’.

How far do you agree with this view?  Explain your answer, using your own 
knowledge, Sources A, E and G and any other sources you find helpful.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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