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Background information


In the years 1937–40 Britain prepared for, and then experienced, large scale air raids.  
Some people thought that there was little that could be done to stop casualties, 
destruction and massive loss of life.  The Government took action to protect and defend 
Britain from the effects of bombing.  How effective were these preparations?


This paper presents you with sources and gives you the opportunity to decide for 
yourself.


 


Source A:  From a history book published in 1980.


In 1937 the Air Raid Precautions Act was passed.  By the time war broke out, buildings had 
been sandbagged, gas masks issued and air raid shelters constructed.  Air raid wardens 
were appointed and identity cards issued to everyone.  A blackout was imposed at night, 
even car headlights were not permitted.  All this was part of the Organisation of Civil 
Defence which played a vital part during the Blitz.


Source B:  A photograph showing Local Defence Volunteers practising carrying 
casualties into an underground emergency hospital.  It was published in a 
local newspaper in 1940.
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Source C:  From an article about evacuees in the Bexleyheath Observer, August 1939.


By 11:30 on Tuesday morning over 1,700 children had been moved from the evacuation 
area.  The evacuation was carried out by road transport and altogether 37 bus loads of 
children left for the countryside of Kent.  The boys and girls remained cheerful throughout 
the day.  There were no scenes and no tears, in spite of the difficulties and anxieties of such 
an occasion.


Source D:  From A People’s War by P Lewis, published in 1986.  It describes people’s 
reactions to evacuation in 1939.


Where were the bombs? Was this upsetting evacuation really justified? Months went 
by and no bombs came.  Children went on missing their parents who, perhaps to their 
surprise, found out how much they missed their children.  The result was inevitable - a 
widespread desire to call the whole thing off.  Many of the evacuees were only too anxious 
to say goodbye to their host families.


Source E:  A government poster produced in 1940 aimed at mothers of evacuated 
children.  The ghostly figure is Hitler.
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Source F:  From a speech on 10 July 1940 by Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister for Aircraft 
Production.


Women of Britain, give us your aluminium.  We want it and we want it now.  We will turn 
your pots and pans into aeroplanes.  I ask everyone who has pots and pans, kettles and 
vacuum cleaners, coat-hangers, bathroom fittings and household ornaments or any other 
articles made from aluminium, to hand them in at once to the local headquarters of the 
Women’s Voluntary Service.


Source G:  An account by Phil Pratten, a councillor in a London borough during the war.  
It was recorded many years after the war by the Imperial War Museum.


There was a need for proper deep air raid shelters.  In 1938, I had produced a pamphlet 
on deep shelters, which I presented to the Civil Defence Committee.  They rejected it.  And 
that was that.  When the bombing began in 1939, we decided to campaign to open the 
Underground stations as shelters.  But no notice was taken then.


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at
the first opportunity.





shiell_a
File Attachment
n37065a_gcse_history_b_3c_5hb03_sour.pdf
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

 What can you learn from Source A about the extent of preparations that were made 
in Britain in case war broke out?

(6)
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2 Study Source B.

 Why do you think this photograph was allowed to be published in 1940?  Explain your 
answer, using Source B.

(8)
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3 Study Sources C, D and E.

 How far do Sources C, D and E suggest that people cooperated with the programme 
of evacuation?  Explain your answer, using these sources.
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12

*N37065A01216*

*5 Study Sources A, C and G and use your own knowledge.

 ‘Preparations to protect Britain in the years 1937–40 were very effective.’ 

 How far do you agree with this statement?  Explain your answer, using your own 
knowledge, Sources A, C and G and any other sources you find helpful.
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