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Background information


The Blitz created much damage to many British cities.  People reacted in different ways to 
the effects of bombing.


This paper presents you with sources about the effect of enemy bombing on people’s 
morale and gives you the opportunity to decide for yourself whether civilian morale came 
close to collapse. 


 


Source A:  A photograph taken in London, October 1940.


©Getty Images
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Turn over     


Source B:  From a wartime speech made by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, in 1941.


I see the damage done by enemy attacks.  But, side by side with the devastation and the ruins,  
I also see quiet, confident, bright and smiling eyes.  People are aware that they are involved  
in a cause far more important than their own problems.  I can see the spirit of an unbeatable 
people.


Source C:  An extract from a novel called The Gas War of 1940.  It was published in 1931 
and imagined what war might look like in the future. 


The lights of London vanished.  And in the dark streets the burned, wounded, confused and 
panicked people fought and struggled like beasts.  They fell and were crushed underfoot by 
those behind them.  In a dozen parts of London that night people died in their homes with 
their walls crashing about them in flames.  Thousands rushed into the streets to be met by 
blasts of flame and were blown to rags.


Source D:  From an article written during the Blitz for the US magazine The New Yorker.  It 
was written by an American who lived in London at the time. 


Hardly anyone has slept at all during the past week.  The bombing is directed against such 
‘military targets’ as the tired shop girl and ordinary families.  Thousands of weary people 
patiently carry their few belongings in prams away from the wreckage of their homes.  The 
amazing part of it is the cheerfulness and strength with which people do their jobs under 
nerve-wracking conditions.  Girls have taken twice as long to get to work.  They look worn 
out when they arrive, but their faces are nicely made up and they bring you a cup of tea or 
sell you a hat as happily as ever.
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Source E:  A photograph taken in London during the Blitz.  In fact, the man carrying the 
milk was not a milkman but an assistant of the photographer.


©Getty Images


Source F:  From an autobiography by Bernard Kops, published in 1963.  Kops lived in the 
East End of London during the Blitz.


After the first night of bombing, people wanted to get underground.  Thousands pushed 
their way into the underground station, demanding to be let down to take shelter.  At first 
the authorities wouldn’t agree and sent soldiers to stop them.  I stood there in the thick of 
the crowd, thinking there would be a panic and we would all be crushed.  A great yell went 
up and the gates were opened.  So I dashed with the crowd into the underground.  There 
was no laughter, no humour.  It was every family for itself now.


Source G:  From a report to the Government by local officials about conditions in the  
East End of London, September 1940.


The whole story of the last weekend has been one of unplanned chaos.  The newspaper 
reports of life going on normally are ridiculous.  There was no bread, no electricity, no milk 
and no telephones.  There was no humour or laughter.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

 What can you learn from Source A about the effects of the Blitz on life in London?
(6)
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2 Study Source B.
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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3 Study Sources A, C and D.

 How far do Sources A and D suggest that the ideas about the effects of war in 
Source C were accurate?  Explain your answer, using these sources.

(10)
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*P39341A0916* Turn over     

4 Study Sources E and F.

 Which of Sources E or F is more valuable to the historian who is investigating the 
effects of enemy bombing? Explain your answer, using Sources E and F.

(10)
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*P39341A01216*

*5 Study Sources B, F and G and use your own knowledge.

 ‘Morale in Britain during the Blitz came close to collapsing’.

 How far do you agree with this statement? Use your own knowledge, Sources B, F and 
G and any other sources you find helpful to explain your answer.
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