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Background information


At the end of the Second World War in 1945, Britain had to rebuild its economy.  The task 
of rebuilding was huge and the Government took the decision to bring in extra workers 
where there were gaps in the workforce.  Many of these workers were from the West 
Indies.  Some remained after their war-time service in the British armed services.  Others 
sailed here on ships like the Windrush.  They met with mixed reactions on arrival and in 
the years that followed.


 


In this paper you will investigate some of the evidence about the Windrush passengers 
and the mixed welcome the West Indian immigrants received and show your 
understanding of the way historians work when they try to reconstruct the past.
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Source A:  From a newspaper article, published in May 1998, about the West Indian 
immigrants who came to Britain in 1948.


Those who came to Britain on the Windrush are mostly retired and greying now, but their 
memories are sharp.  They can recall the chilly morning 50 years ago when they arrived 
with their fellow Jamaican migrants on the Windrush after nearly a month at sea.  They 
had left the warmth of their island to come to London to work.  They had responded to 
advertisements in Britain.  Britain after the war needed rebuilding and there was a shortage 
of labour.  In Jamaica there was high unemployment.


Source B:  From a newspaper article in the South London Press, 25 June 1948, about the 
arrival of the Windrush passengers.


40 Jamaicans, who came to Britain on the Windrush and, who are now staying in the ex-
POW* camp in Clapham, were given a public welcome by the Mayor.  Many of them were 
law students, doctors, chemists and scientists who had left their homeland because of 
the difficulty of finding work there.  Also there to greet them was Colonel Lipton, the local 
Brixton MP.  Colonel Lipton had stated in the House of Commons a few hours previously that 
south Londoners would make them welcome.  He repeated that promise and encouraged 
them to see themselves as honoured guests.


*POW = prisoner of war


Source C:  From Black and British by David Bygott, published in 1992.


In June 1948 the Windrush docked in Britain.  Coming ashore were 492 job-seekers from 
Jamaica, mostly ex-servicemen.  They were given a warm welcome by the press and in 
the media.  They soon found work at the labour exchange in Brixton, which is where they 
settled.  More boats followed.  To their amazement, the new arrivals found the general 
public less keen to welcome them than the press had been.  In Liverpool, where thousands 
of sailors were out of work, violence broke out in August 1948.  White mobs attacked the 
hostels where West Indians were staying.
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Source D:  A photograph of some Windrush passengers being served food in the ex-POW 
camp where they were briefly housed at Clapham in London in 1948.


Source E:  Extracts from an interview with Sam King, reported in The Guardian, May 16 
1998.  Sam King served in the RAF during the war, sailed on the Windrush and 
later became the Mayor of Southwark in South London.


When we arrived, Flight Lieutenant Smythe, an RAF officer, came on board.  He gave out 
a leaflet saying that we would have difficulties in England and encouraged us to go back 
home.  One man asked me what he should do about the leaflet.  I said ‘I have come to 
England to seek a living’.  So we ignored the leaflet.  Some MPs were alarmed and there was 
discussion in Parliament.  The MP, Creech-Jones, said, ‘Don’t worry about it; these people 
will not last one winter in Britain’.  He was wrong.  I’ve been here for 50 winters.  They did 
not want us.  And it is important to tell the nation that we are survivors.







5
N37066A


Source F:  A photograph of a young Jamaican searching for accommodation in the 
1950s.


Source G:  From Bloody Foreigners by R Winder, a book about immigration to Britain, 
published in 2004.


The West Indian immigrants put on a brave face in letters home, and often enclosed money 
to show how well they were doing.  But their lives in England were grim.  England seemed 
ghastly, cold and unfriendly.  They only had to listen to people talking on a bus to know 
how deeply they were resented.  When they looked for lodgings they were faced with 
signs that read: ‘No Blacks’,  ‘No Dogs’.  The warm wartime invitations to tea were no longer 
offered.
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BLANK PAGE


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at
the first opportunity.





shiell_a
File Attachment
n37066a_source_booklet.pdf



2

*N37066A0216*

Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow. 

1 Study Source  A. 

 What can you learn from Source A about the Windrush passengers?
(6)
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2 Study Source B.

 What impression was this newspaper trying to give about the arrival of the Windrush 
passengers? Explain your answer, using Source B.

(8)
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3 Study Sources B, C and D.

 How far do Sources B, C and D suggest that the West Indian immigrants were always 
made welcome? Explain your answer, using these sources.
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*5 Study Source G and use your own knowledge of the work of the historian.

 This source suggests that West Indian immigrants who arrived after 1945 were poorly 
treated. 

 Explain the difficulties in finding evidence to support this and suggest other research 
the historian could do to check this claim about the treatment of these immigrants.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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