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Background information


Before the start of the Second World War in 1939, the Government had made plans to evacuate 
thousands of children from cities that were likely to become targets if war broke out.  Evacuees were 
sent to the countryside and other areas that were felt to be safe from the dangers of bombing.  In 
the countryside they stayed with host families.  The experiences of evacuation varied greatly for 
both evacuees and their hosts.


A photograph showing children being evacuated from London, 1 September 1939.


In this paper you will investigate how successful evacuation was and show your understanding of 
the way historians work when they try to reconstruct the past.
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Turn over
P39321A


Source A: From a government leaflet, Evacuation: Why and How? published in 1939.


The government has made plans to move schoolchildren to safer places from areas that are 
likely targets for enemy bombers.  Householders have offered homes where the children 
will be most welcome.  The schoolchildren will have their teachers and other helpers with 
them.  The transport of three million children is an enormous task.  Of course it means 
heartache to be separated from your children, but you can be sure that they will be looked 
after.


Source B: A government poster, published in 1939.
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Source C:  From We’ll Meet Again, a Personal and Social History of World War Two by Vera 
Lynn, published in 1989.  Vera Lynn was a popular singer during the war.


Newspaper photographs of the period portray a calm and orderly picture of the evacuation.  
But there was much muddle and confusion.  At the beginning of their journey many 
children were bundled on to any available train without proper planning.  Some areas were 
swamped with evacuees; others received only a small fraction of the numbers for which 
they had prepared.  Often evacuees arrived dirty, hungry and distressed to find that host 
families were only prepared to accept the most neat and tidy children.


Source D:  From the memories of Ted Cummings in the 1960s.  He is talking about his 
evacuation from Manchester in 1939.


We left, feeling sad for our parents, and afraid that they would be killed by bombs.  When 
we arrived in the countryside, we were chosen by our host families.  They took us for a 
variety of reasons: for the extra money they got for having us, or because they wanted us 
to help on the farm or with housework.  A very few evacuees were lucky because they lived 
with families who really cared for them.  For those children, life was like a holiday and they 
did not want to leave.  I was upset because I was separated from my sister.  I was glad when 
I returned home for Christmas.
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Source E:  A photograph of evacuees in the countryside taken in 1940 by John Topham.  
He was a famous British photographer whose pictures of ordinary people’s 
lives were published in magazines.


Source F:  From Britain at War in Colour by Stuart Binns and Adrian Wood, published in 
2000.


The state of the evacuees became a major issue.  Bed-wetting, fleas, head lice and lack of 
toilet training were big problems.  These were not new problems, but were previously only 
found in the poorer parts of the towns and cities.  They had been out of sight, out of mind, 
but now they were spread all over Britain.


Many evacuees went back to the towns.  Host families were glad to be rid of unpleasant 
visitors.  Perfectly clean and polite evacuees were glad to leave host families who treated 
them badly.  In some homes, evacuees were treated like slaves or inmates in a detention 
centre.
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Source E: © TopFoto
Source F: © Carlton Books


Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.  
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*P39321A0216*

Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to F in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow. 

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the Government’s aims in 1939?
(6)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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2 Study Source B.

How does the artist get the message across in this poster?  Explain your answer, using 
Source B.

(8)
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do Sources A, B and C support the view that evacuation was well organised?  
Explain your answer, using these sources.

(10)
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*5 Study Source F and use your own knowledge of the work of the historian.

This source suggests that evacuation was not a success.

Explain the difficulties in finding evidence to support this and suggest other research 
the historian could do to check this claim about how successful evacuation was.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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